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EGEC NEWS
Issue No. 35, June 2013

THE VOICE OF GEOTHERMAL ENERGY IN EUROPE

Dear members of EGEC, 
dear readers of this newsletter, 

Wow, what a party!

EGC 2013 in Pisa was an event packed with information, discussion, 
promotion, learning, decisions, networking, enjoyment …

More than 500 participants from at least 40 countries in Europe and 
overseas attended the congress and side events. 
-146 oral presentations were given in 28 parallel sessions, 2 keynote 
sessions and the opening & closing session,
-ca. 120 posters were exhibited, explained and discussed. 

The well-suited congress venue added to the success, even if some of the shallow geothermal sessions 
attracted such crowds that the modestly sized room could not hold them all! The electronic proceedings 
comprise a total of 277 papers covering topics from all aspects of geothermal energy use. Currently reserved 
for the congress participants, all papers will become freely available from autumn on through the IGA 
conference database. 

The final conferences of three EU-supported projects which were run as side events were well attended, 
informing participants about innovative ground-source heat pumps adapted to the Mediterranean climate, 
about geothermal electric power potential in Europe, and about mapping of thermal parameters of the very 
shallow ground, including a web-based visualisation tool. The congress was accompanied by two courses of 
the International Summer School on Geothermal Energy (ISS) of the IGA European Regional Branch, one on 
deep and one on shallow geothermal uses, and by some events on invitation (IRENA workshop, EGEC annual 
meeting, IGA-ERB annual general meeting).

A special highlight was the congress banquet in the unique surroundings of the Certosa di Calci, a former 
monastery, opened with the colourful spectacle of the Sbandieratori di Pisa, matching the historic surroundings 
well (see photos inside this newsletter). The excursion to the Larderello area, benefiting from good luck with 
the weather, was extremely informative; the natural geothermal phenomena as well as the powerful steam 
flash from a geothermal well made everybody feel the power of the earth!

We now look forward to organising the next, even bigger and better European Geothermal Congress in 3 to 
4 years . 

Outside EGC 2013, normal life went on and EGEC continued its normal activities, for instance by contributing 
to a stakeholder workshop and attending the board meeting of the RHC-Platform on 21st and 22nd May 
respectively. 

As we hear more and more about ‘fracking’ and unconventional natural gas 
exploitation (‘shale gas’) in the news it has become necessary to clearly state the 
similarities and differences between underground stimulation for hydrocarbons 
and for geothermal energy. EGEC, with the support of its policy advisory group, 
has published a dedicated fact sheet, which can be found on the EGEC website.
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A Word from the EGEC President
We hope this fact sheet will help to better understand the respective technologies and their quite different 
quality of environmental risk.

We hope that in the future clear decisions on the use of the underground will be possible in a kind of 
“subsurface regional planning”, securing the areas favourable for geothermal energy use, and making 
priorities considering the fact that shale gas (and CCS) are a mere extension of the classical hydrocarbon 
(and generally fossil fuel) energy supply, while geothermal as a renewable energy offers new options for 
sustainable and clean energy.

I wish you an interesting read,

Burkhard Sanner

Find out about the policy issues EGEC is involved in while promoting the
Geothermal sector!
Fact Sheet on Enhanced Geothermal Systems: Why it is different to Shale Gas 
 
The possibility to produce shale gas in some European countries has triggered a very heated debate about 
hydraulic fracturing or fracking. Serious concerns over the consequences of the extraction of  shale gas has 
led a number of EU governments to ban the use of this technique for fossil fuels.

However, part of the gas industry has recently claimed that fracking for shale gas is comparable to the hydraulic 
stimulation process used for geothermal exploration and that the granting of geothermal exploration permits 
is creating a double standard.

In response to these claims EGEC has published a fact sheet to clarify about the key differences between the 
resources needed, and the different consequences of the processes used for Enhanced Geothermal Systems 
and for shale gas. This document will tell you why the stimulation process to engineer geothermal reservoir 
is safe and environmentally friendly and cannot be confused with the technique used for shale gas.

While the physical mechanism can be the same, there are many significant differences
» in the target: renewable geothermal heat in the case of EGS and a fossil fuel in the case of shale gas;
» in the way this process is operated;
» the resources and products required;
» the impact on the natural underground and surface environment.

The full “Fact Sheet on Enhanced Geothermal Systems: Why it is different to Shale Gas” is available here. 

Policy Update 

Market
REN21: Geothermal resources provided 223 TWh of renewable energy in 2012

According to the 2013 edition of the REN21’s Renewables Global Status Report “Geothermal resources 
provided an estimated 805 PJ (223 TWh) of renewable energy in 2012, delivering two-thirds as direct heat 
and the remainder as electricity”. 

The study reports that Geothermal electric generating  capacity grew by an estimated 
300 MW during 2012, bringing the global total to 11.7 GW and generating at least 72 
TWh. A relevant highlight of this report is the fast growth of the use of ground-source 
heat pumps, which reached an estimated 50 GWth of capacity in 2012. 

The full report is 
available here. 
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http://egec.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Fact-Sheet-on-EGS-Why-it-is-different-from-shale-gas..pdf
http://www.ren21.net/REN21Activities/GlobalStatusReport.aspx
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/04/16/column-wynn-ets-reform-idUSL5N0D323I20130416


GroundMed Final Conference
The 5 year Ground-Med project demonstrates the use of the next generation 
of geothermal heat pumps in Mediterranean climates. During the project 
twenty-four European organizations have supported the development of 
eight demonstration sites located in Mediterranean EU member states 
(Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Slovenia, Romania, Greece) to produce a 

measured seasonal performance factor higher than 5.

The final conference looked at the project results and the future of geothermal heat 
pumps in general. The requirements of specific parts of integrated GSHP systems 
and of GSHPs in different areas was also covered.
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The roadmap can be found 
at en.openei.org/wiki/GRR. 
EGEC suggests to build a 
similar roadmap for Europe.

US Department of Energy Launches Roadmap for Project developers 
The online roadmap guides project developers through the regulatory 
requirements in different States. It will also allow for collaboration between 
federal and State agencies, speeding up and simplifying the process for 
all parties. The website includes links to permit applications, government 
regulations and policies as well as supporting documents. 

News

  ThermoMap Final Conference
The ThermoMap project aims to map the very 
shallow Geothermal Potential (vSGP) across 
Europe using soil and groundwater data.

The project has developed an interactive map allowing users to produce a 
report on the potential for very shallow (up to 10m) horizontal and vertical 
installations in certain test areas, and to get a rough estimation of the 
geothermal potential across Europe.

The information provided is based on the harmonisation of pre-existing data 
sets, and from data collected in test sites. Where external data is available, a 
calculator is available to give more precise localised information. 

News from EGEC Projects

GEOELEC Final Conference

The first day saw roundtable discussions on the regulatory and financial frameworks, as well as the level 
of public acceptance required. Geoelec partners discussed project results with participants to agree on 
proposals for removing existing non-technical barriers.

During, the second day, key results of Geoelec have been presented: the employment 
survey, the report n grid access, the software on financial feasibility, the proposal for a EU 
risk insurance scheme, the environmental study, the training program, the reporting code 
for Europe and the geothermal potential map.

All presentations 
and reports are 
available online at 
www.geoelec.eu

Visit: groundmed.eu 

Japan supports geothermal projects in East Africa
As part of a drive to support Japanese business in Africa, The Japanese government will offer financial and 
technical support to projects in several countries in East Africa, including Kenya and Tanzania, as discussed at 
the fifth Tokyo international conference on African development last week.

The final project conference 
was held in Pisa, Italy on the 6th 
June. The presentations can be 
found at Thermomap.eu, where 
you can also find the tools to 
map the potential in your area.  

http://en.openei.org/wiki/GRR
http://www.thermomap-project.eu/
http://www.geoelec.eu/
http://www.groundmed.eu/
http://www.geoelec.eu/?p=1310
http://www.groundmed.eu/
http://www.thermomap-project.eu/
http://thermomap.edu-zgis.net/index.html


EGC 2013
Thank you! 
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Events 

The final conference of GroundMed was held on site. This five 
year project demonstrates the use of the next generation of 
heatpumps in Mediterranean climates. Information about the 
project can be found at groundmed.eu

The ISS short course on drilling, completion and testing of 
geothermal wells was also held on site. 

Thankfully the rain showers stopped in the afternoon, just 
time for us to enjoy a welcome cocktail in the courtyard of the 
Palazzo dei Congressi.

With more than 500 participants attending six 
days of events, EGC2013 was officially the biggest 
European event!

We would like to thank everyone for taking part and making the 
event a success.

The presentations will appear online in a password protected area 
of the website. If you do not want your presentation to appear, 
please contact us at info@geothermalcongress2013.eu by the end 
of June. 

EGEC members, board and 
staff then had a chance to 
catch up with dinner in 
the shadow of the leaning 
tower.

During the opening plenary session we heard from leaders 
in the field, local hosts and representatives from policy 
making bodies.

The congress then split into four groups from plenary 
sessions on 
• Geothermal Markets
• Resource assessment
• EGS

Monday
3rd June

• Accessing the reservoir
• GSHP

The EGEC AGM was held at the end of the day, with the new board elected.
The results are as follows:

President: Burkhard Sanner
Vice Presidents: Miklos Antics (GPC IP) and Rugggero Bertani (ENEL GP)
Treasurer: Christian Boissavy (AFPG)
Ordinary Members: Pierre Ungemach (GPC IP), 
Thor-Erik Musaeus (Rock Energy), and Joerg Uhde (AXPO)

Tuesday
4th June

http://www.groundmed.eu
mailto:info@geothermalcongress.eu
http://egec.info/


1 

EGEC ASBL, Renewable Energy House, Rue d’Arlon 63-67, Brussels 1040, Belgium  

5

Thursday 
6th June

The congress opened with 
plenary sessions on:
• Environment
• Communication and 
Acceptance
• Resource Assessment
• Wells and production
• Induced Seismicity
• Geothermal Applications
• UTES
• Market and regulations

Talks on the global perspective 
closed the congress.

Day two of the GeoElec conference 
covered the project results.

The three year ThermoMap project, 
mapping very shallow geothermal 
Potential across Europe concluded 
with its final conference onsite. The 
presentations from the conference and 
tools for mapping the potential in your 
area can be found at thermomap.eu

Events 

After three intense congress days, participants 
had the opportunity to stretch their legs with 
a trek across the geothermal fields of the 
Larderello and visits to the bagnore plant. 

The congress opened with a summary of the country updates 
by Miklos Antics and a talk on thermo active structures by 
Lyesse Laloui
Afterwards, parallel sessions were held covering 
• Markets
• Applications
• Resource Assessment
• Powerplants

Poster sessions, which were of great interest among 
participants,  were held on Wednesday of Thursday morning.

We were also pleasantly surprised at the number of participants expressing their interest in the shallow 
sector! 

The GeoElec project aims to increase awareness about the potential for Geothermal electricity in Europe 
and stimulate investment. Day one of the final GeoElec conference running alongside the congress hosted 
round table discussions on regulations and public acceptance, and finance. More information can be found 
at geoelec.eu

In the evening, busses took participants to the historic Certosa di Calci, where we saw a demonstration by 
bandeiratori di Pisa and ate together in the cloisters.

Wednesday 
5th June

Friday 7th June

• EGS
• GSHP
• Ground Thermal Parameters
• Thermoactive structures

http://www.thermomap.eu
http://www.geoelec.eu
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EGEC Events Calendar 2013

EU Sustainable Energy 
Week

24-28 June 2013, 
Brussels, Belgium

Second Sustainable Earth Sciences 
Conference & Exhibition (SES 2013), 

30 September–4 October 2013, 
Pau, France

GeoPower Europe 2013, 
3-4 December 2013,

  Amsterdam, Netherlands

Transenergy Final Event 
24 June 2013,

Vienna, Austria

Events 
Heat Action for 2030. Why Europe needs a strategy for heat? What is in the Green Paper 
2030 for heat? How important is heating and cooling for the incoming Lithuanian EU 
Presidency?

COGEN Europe, Euro Heat and Power and the heat coalition (of which 
EGEC is a member) will organise a seminar to launch a debate on a 
new, cost-effective and realistic vision for decarbonising the energy 
sector. Around 45% of our final energy consumption relates to heating 
and cooling, and the EU stands to save €100 billion by readdressing 
the issue. 

Thursday 27th June 2013, 8:30-13:00 
Committee of the Regions, Brussels. 

You can register for the free event on 
the EUSEW website www.eusew.eu

Renewable Energy House Open Day

Renovated in 2006 the Renewable Energy House in Brussels is the home to 21 
European Associations, including EGEC. It is a leading example of how renewable 
energy and energy efficiency technologies can be integrated into historic and listed 
buildings. If you would like to learn more about the building and meet representatives 
from the organisations based in the house, you can join one of the four guided tours 
or attend the cocktail reception at 18:00. EGEC will be presenting the Repowermap 
project during the day. 

Wednesday 26th June 
9:00-20:00, REH, Brussels

You can register for the 
event on the EUSEW 
website www.eusew.eu

2020 Renewable energy target: Are we on track?

The event has been designed in the framework of the IEE 
co-funded project Keep on Track! aimed at monitoring 
how EU Member States are progressing with the trajectory 
that was planned by the RES Directive. The aim of  “2020 
Renewable energy target: Are we on track?” is two-fold:
• To present the status of the EU vis-à-vis the fulfillment 

of the 2020 target
• To address the controversial question: “Are renewables too expensive 
for the EU?”

Wednesday 27th June 14:30-18:00, 
Committee of the Regions, Brussels. 

Agenda and more information 
available here. You can register for 
the event on the EUSEW website 
www.eusew.eu

The German Geothermal 
Congress 2013 

12-14th November 2013
Essen, Germany

The Third London Geothermal Summit
22 October 2013

London, UK

http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.eage.org/events/index.php?eventid=960&Opendivs=s3
http://www.eage.org/events/index.php?eventid=960&Opendivs=s3
http://www.eage.org/events/index.php?eventid=960&Opendivs=s3
http://www.eage.org/events/index.php?eventid=960&Opendivs=s3
http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.greenpowerconferences.com/EF/?sSubSystem=Prospectus&sEventCode=GE1212HU&sSessionID=c71549fb0c875b3831244fc31b763440-18529255
http://www.greenpowerconferences.com/EF/?sSubSystem=Prospectus&sEventCode=GE1312EU&sSessionID=2ff96fc8f5385d14aaf6dd4ac0557b7c-20062557
http://www.greenpowerconferences.com/EF/?sSubSystem=Prospectus&sEventCode=GE1312EU&sSessionID=2ff96fc8f5385d14aaf6dd4ac0557b7c-20062557
http://www.greenpowerconferences.com/EF/?sSubSystem=Prospectus&sEventCode=GE1312EU&sSessionID=2ff96fc8f5385d14aaf6dd4ac0557b7c-20062557
http://transenergy-eu.geologie.ac.at/
http://transenergy-eu.geologie.ac.at/
http://transenergy-eu.geologie.ac.at/
http:// www.eusew.eu
http://www.geothermalcongress2013.eu/exhibition/
http:// www.eusew.eu
http://www.geothermalcongress2013.eu/exhibition/
http://www.eusew.eu/component/see_eventview/?view=see_eventdetail&index=18&city=&pageNum=1&sort=4&mapType=hlpc&eventid=478
http://www.eusew.eu
http://www.geothermie.de/aktuelles/der-geothermiekongress-2013/
http://www.geothermie.de/aktuelles/der-geothermiekongress-2013/
http://www.geothermie.de/aktuelles/der-geothermiekongress-2013/
http://www.geothermie.de/aktuelles/der-geothermiekongress-2013/

